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Foreword 
In 2008, after concerns raised by some Spaldwick residents, Spaldwick Parish 
Council arranged a public meeting, where a representative of Cambridgeshire ACRE, 
explained the benefits of conducting a Parish Plan survey. This was further discussed 
at the following Parish Council meeting, and the council asked for volunteers to form 
a Steering Group.   

The aim of the steering group was to develop the initial Spaldwick Parish Plan 
questionnaire, plan the distribution and collections of the questionnaires, and then 
organise the input and analysis of the returned data.  The steering group first met on 
the 19th November 2007, and continued to meet weekly.  After much deliberation 
and consultation the questionnaire was drawn up and a copy was distributed to 
approximately 240 households within the parish boundaries. 

Each member of the steering group was assigned an area of Spaldwick, for which 
they were responsible for the distribution and collections of the questionnaires. Once 
the questionnaires were collected, the members of the steering group then set about 
the task of entering the data.  From the results of the analysed data, the team 
produced an Action Plan 

The steering group have completed the Parish Plan and produced the Action Plan, 
that provides statistical evidence, that will support applications for funding, to help 
provide better facilities for the village and to help address the concerns of the Village. 
We will now need to enlist a team of volunteers (Action Team), from within the 
parish, which will use the monies and skills provided by the many partner agencies 
(stakeholders) connected with the project, and take forward the points of the Action 
Plan.   

The return of completed questionnaire was exceptional, with a 74% response – a 
very high response in comparison to other similar surveys. The youth of the parish, 
aged between 11 and 18 years, were also asked to complete a questionnaire. The 
results of the youth questionnaire are shown at the end of the main report.  

None of this would have been possible without the dedication of the Steering Group. 
And we would also like to express our thanks to The George for providing us with a 
venue, for the guidance from Cambridge ACRE, assistance from Spaldwick Parish 
Council, the donations for prizes, and to Katie Stead for the Spaldwick Parish Plan 
logo design. 

   

Those involved in the survey include: 

Spaldwick Parish Plan Steering Group: 

Bernard Plummer – (SPC Representative)          Jason Pope - (SPC Representative) 
Sian Hooban       Hilary Shuker                                         
Tom Shuker       Gerry Southerington                       
Mark Sturdy      Robert Dearman 

 

For valuable assistance and Advice:-   David Stowel - (SPC Secretary)   
       Nick Ball, Cambridgeshire ACRE 
       Philip Eden, Cambridgeshire ACRE 
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INTRODUCTION	  
Spaldwick  

(Spalduuic, Spaldewick (xi cent.), Spaldewic (xi-xii cent.) 
 

The village lies 7 miles west of Huntingdon in                                
the wide valley of Ellington Brook where the road from 
Huntingdon to Thrapston crosses the brook. This road 
forms the village High Street and, at the west end, 
passes over the brook by a 15th century stone bridge of 
three arches. This remains the main access through the 
village but is now bypassed by the adjacent A14 dual 
carriageway, constructed in the 1980’s, which takes the 
massive growth in east- west traffic between the 
Midlands, London and the East Coast ports. 

The village originated as a small rural farming centre within the 12th century domain 
of the Bishop of Lincoln. Centred around its Green, the village is dominated by the 
church whose spire soars to 152 feet and is particularly noted for the period houses 
in the High Street. Until the early 20th Century the local economy depended on 
farming and associated rural trades and businesses within the village. The shift of 
emphasis to agriculture and the increase in transport availability since the nineteen 
forties reduced the options for employment and led to the loss of local amenities 
including shops and post office.  

Since the 1970’s major changes have taken place including the development of the 
new primary school, to serve both Spaldwick and the surrounding villages, and three 
new residential areas in addition to in-fill housing. Consequently the population has 
changed both in size and character and the economy has become largely dependent 
on commuting, both local and nationally, and on home working and has become 
almost totally dependent on private transport.  

Nevertheless Spaldwick has managed to preserve its rural character and has 
remained a relatively close knit and friendly community which the questionnaire has 
shown to be a highly valued by residents. It is an active community with a number of 
village activities including the Welcome club, carpet bowls club, pantomime group, 
golf society, social events group, however, facilities such as a village hall, playing 
field, village shop are needed to ensure that Spaldwick can continue as a stable 
sustainable community for the current and next generation. 

Facilities in the village include: 

The George Inn, opened as a Coaching Inn in 1679 in the quiet, beautiful and 
quaint village of Spaldwick.  

Spaldwick Community Primary School, a good school with outstanding 
features according to Ofsted. 

Playtimes Playgroup, based in its new purpose-built building next to Spaldwick 
School. 

Spaldwick Parish Church, which boasts the tallest spire in the former county of 
Huntingdonshire.
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Household Section. 

There were a total of 498 people living in the households which completed the 
Spaldwick Parish Plan Questionnaire in July 2008. 

62% of all residents in the survey were under 45 with the 25-44 age range making up 
the largest group accounting for almost 28% of the total survey sample. A further 
26% of the population is under 16. The second largest single group after the 25-44 
age range is the 45-59 age groups at 24.5% of the total. 

 

The graph below shows the distribution of households throughout the village that 
responded to the survey – there were 178 households in total and there appears to be 
a representative response level in relation to the total number of properties in each 
area. 
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Energy Saving Features. 

Most households responded to this question and the vast majority of properties have 
at least 3 of the energy saving features mentioned in the survey. 

 

The results show that the majority of households in the village have oil fuelled 
central heating, and therefore there may be some community benefit in supporting 
the village ‘fuel buying group’ which has started recently, and should enable 
residents to get oil at a cheaper price.  
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Most households reported that there were either no or few problems with flooding. 
Of the three properties that reported many problems, two were in Littlecotes Close 
and one in Thrapston Road. 

 

 

There are relatively low numbers of people within Spaldwick looking for alternative 
accommodation within the village, as shown below. 
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The reasons given for wanting to move within Spaldwick are: 

 

The type of accommodation they need is: 

 

 

 



  12	  

Reasons given for being unable to move to accommodation of the type needed were 
given as: 

	  

Based on the responses there appears to be no great pressure on the need for 
additional accommodation within the village. 

 

Do you expect to move away from the village in the next 5-10 years? 

Two thirds of the people in the village stated that they did not expect to move away 
within the next 5-10 years. The table below shows the age distribution of those 
expecting to move away and what percentage those respondents represented from 
the total survey sample.  

 

Age Range 
11-
15 

16-
17 

18-
24 

25-
44 

45-
59 

60-
64 

65-
74 

75-
85 85+ 

Number 
planning to 
move away 25 6 19 27 32 4 2 1 0 
% age of 
responses from 
age range 63% 75% 54% 20% 26% 22% 6% 8% 0% 
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Personal Section. 
 

The vast majority of people have lived in the village for between 6-15 years. 

 

Employment status of respondents: 
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The following responses were given when asked if there are any barriers that are 
preventing you from taking up employment, training or study opportunities locally? 

 

Where do we work? 
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Transport And Highways Section. 
The 349 cars reported in the survey represent an average of just under two cars per 
household – not an unexpected result when considering the location of the village, 
indicating a strong reliance on personal transport.  There were 10 households that 
reported having no vehicles at all. 

 

The vast majority of vehicles owned by people within the village are either kept on 
their drive or in their garage – only 6% reported using on street parking. 
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The greatest concerns expressed by residents in relation to parking problems relate 
to the perception of cars blocking access to properties and illegal parking, this 
represents 7.5% and 5.6% respectfully.	  

 

Whilst the majority of people in Spaldwick reported little difficulty with access to 
services away from the village, those that do raise concerns in accessing shopping 
and leisure facilities, further investigation showed that 50% were below 18 and the 
remaining 50% were spread evenly across the adult age groups. 
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Not surprisingly, the major mode of transport for residents is their car. 

 

The local bus service is mainly used for travel to school, with a limited number of 
residents using this as a means to access to shopping (critical for some elderly 
residents) and other social activities.  
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More frequent buses are, by far, the greatest need recognised by residents of 
Spaldwick in relation to the bus service to the village. 

	  

 

Whilst a number of problem spots have been identified with junctions on the A14, 
the junction into Easton from the A14 has been highlighted as the greatest concern 
from residents, raised primarily due to the lack of ‘run off’ and ‘run on’ slip roads, 
the central reservation crossing point either to exit Easton east bound, or access 
Easton from the west.  Several other local village junctions of the same style were 
also identified but to a lesser extent. 
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The question of speeding elicited a large response with a number of ‘hotspots’ 
throughout the village identified, the greatest areas of concern being the High Street 
and Stow Road, subsequent to this an independent speeding check has been 
commissioned by the parish council, this has been completed. The subsequent 
results are included in Appendix 1. 

 

The residents were asked if they had concerns over LGV’s (HGV’s) driving through 
the village; 2/3rd of people responded yes. 
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The need for more pavements in the village has been identified, particularly on the 
High Street between Ivy Way and Beech House, and along Thrapston Road towards 
Pound Close and beyond to the A14 bridge. 

 

 

Not surprisingly, the highest level of traffic congestion in the village occurs around 
the school at the start and end of the school day. 
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The	  actions	  identified	  as	  a	  result	  of	  feedback	  concerning	  Highways	  and	  Transport	  are:	  

1.	  Alleviate	  parking	  and	  congestion	  in	  the	  area	  of	  the	  school	  and	  at	  the	  western	  end	  of	  
the	  High	  Street.	  

2.	  Stop	  speeding	  through	  the	  village.	  

3.	  Alleviate	  concerns	  over	  LGV’s	  through	  the	  village.	  

4.	  Improve	  the	  bus	  services,	  making	  them	  more	  frequent,	  with	  appropriate	  timetabling	  
to	  improve	  week-‐end,	  holiday	  options,	  and	  shopping	  particularly	  for	  the	  elderly	  and	  
youth	  of	  the	  village.	  

5.	  Highlight	  concerns	  about	  junctions	  on	  the	  A14,	  particularly	  the	  Easton	  junction.	  

6.	  Provide	  pavements	  between	  Ivy	  Way	  and	  26	  High	  Street	  on	  the	  south	  side	  of	  the	  High	  
Street	  and	  along	  Thrapston	  Road	  to	  the	  bridge.	  Improve	  pavements	  throughout	  the	  
parish	  through	  better	  maintenance	  and	  the	  creation	  of	  additions.	  
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Education Section 
 

Residents were asked to identify how many people in the household currently attend 
educational institutions, 165 people responded as follows: 

 Number Percentage 

Playgroup 23 14% 

Nursery 5 3% 

Primary 53 32% 

Secondary 36 22% 

Special Needs 2 1% 

Sixth Form 4 2% 

Public School 12 7% 

Home Schooling 1 1% 

University 16 10% 

Training 12 7% 

Other 1 1% 

 

The highest percentage of people at 32% attends primary school, followed by 
Secondary school at 22%, Playgroup at 14%, University at 10% and Public School at 
7%. 

How important is Spaldwick School to the local community? 

 

373 people responded to this question, with results as follows: 

 

  Number Percentage 

Very Important 257 69% 

Important 56 15% 

Not Very Important 15 4% 

No Opinion 45 12% 
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Given that 32% of village residents in education attend primary school, it is not 
surprising to see that 84% of respondents feel that Spaldwick Primary School is 
important or very important to the community. 

The reasons why the school is considered to be important are shown below: 

Spaldwick School – Additional facilities people would like to see. 

20% of respondents said they would like the school to offer adult education or 
evening classes, with 14% saying they would like the indoor and outdoor sports 
facilities to be available for use by the community, and 9% said they would like to see 
improved play and sport facilities – facilities could be improved for example outdoor 
with the installation of goals and a football pitch on the school field, and indoor with 
table tennis tables, pool or snooker tables, and badminton. 

The village hall section of this report shows the requirement also for aerobics classes 
within the village, which could be run in the school hall in the absence of a village 
hall. 
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Would you use the following educational facilities now or in the future? 

Whilst 21 people said they would like to see adult education or evening classes 
provided at the school, 131 people said they would use evening classes if they were 
provided.  The villagers were not asked to specify what evening classes they would 
attend, this would have to be subject to another survey. 

 

The school has a community room which is available to hire, 261 (70%) of the 375 
responders to this question were aware of this. 

 

The action identified as a result of feedback concerning Education is: 

7. Improve access and range of school facilities available to the parishioners, adult 
education, evening classes etc. 
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Housing Section. 
Residents were asked if Spaldwick should accommodate more housing of specified 
type, and if so where they thought it should be, the responses are shown below: 

 Number Percentage 

No further homes needed 203 60% 

Homes for Young people 87 26% 

Small Family homes 63 19% 

Single Person homes 48 14% 

Large Family homes 34 10% 

Homes for people with disabilities 26 8% 

Executive homes 20 6% 

Other 5 1% 

Total responders 338  

 

60% of all responders stated that no further homes are needed in Spaldwick, but 
26% felt that there should be more homes for young people (starter homes), and 19% 
thought there should be more homes for small families. 

Given that only 40% of responders thought there should be any new housing 
development in Spaldwick, it is not surprising that the level of responses to where 
any development should be is low, of those that did respond, 17 thought that extra 
housing should be located on current available land within the village (infill), 14 
thought that the field opposite the garage next to Ivy Way would be a possible 
location, with 10 people preferring development on the outskirts of the village, and 
along Stow Road. 
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The majority of residents feel that no further development or new homes should take 
place in or around Spaldwick, and that Spaldwick is just right as it is – a small to mid 
sized rural village. 

 

Action identified as a result of feedback concerning Housing is: 

8. Draw attention to the view of the majority of parishioners that there is no need for 
further development of housing within the village whose rural character should be 
preserved. 
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Health and Emergency Section. 
A small number of residents identified that they have a need for a ‘good neighbour 
scheme’. This was more than matched by the high levels of residents happy to 
participate in such a scheme. 

 

Only a limited number of Spaldwick residents identified any access issues from the 
village to outside agencies, however those that do may increase over the time span of 
the Parish Plan. 
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Only a limited number of people responding to this question highlighted a need for 
information regarding health or disability issues; however this is an item to raise 
within the action plan in order to address this in an easily accessible way for 
residents. 

 

About ½ of Spaldwick residents drew attention to anxieties regarding police 
coverage for the village. However, the majority of Spaldwick residents did not 
identify any areas in which they felt unsafe. 
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Speeding, theft, parking and vandalism are reported as the main concerns for 
Spaldwick residents in relation to antisocial behaviour. 

 

2/3rd of the village are aware of the local Neighbourhood watch scheme with 50% 
residents happy to participate in the scheme. 
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The highest level of concern regarding poor service to the village has been clearly 
expressed as that provided by the Police, although poor service has been experienced 
from other agencies this appears to be minimal. 

 

Actions identified as a result of feedback concerning Health and Emergency Services 
are: 

9. Initiate a ‘Good Neighbour’ scheme. 

10. Improve information and access to services. 

11. Increase Police presence. 

12. Publicise Neighbourhood Watch. 
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Environment Section. 
Preservation of the natural environment of the village in all its aspects was supported 
by virtually every respondent, reflecting a strong interest in preserving its rural 
character. 

 

A significant number of residents felt that the standard of the environmental services 
should be improved.  Of particular concern was the need to improve the standard of 
grass cutting and maintenance of the verges. 
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Some problems with litter were identified throughout the village, however, the areas 
of most serious concern were the garage and recycling areas and, to a lesser extent, 
along the High Street.   

Litter Problem Areas Responses Percentage of 
Respondents 

Garage area 38 29% 
Recycling area 27 21% 
High street between garage and pub 17 13% 
Beyond Pound Close 10 8% 
Playground 10 8% 
Thrapston Road 11 8% 
Stow Road 9 7% 
Dog mess 6 5% 
Hollow tree on high street 6 5% 
Verges at entrances to village 5 4% 
Verges / streets general. 4 3% 
Along old A604 2 2% 
Field behind school 2 2% 
School grounds 2 2% 
Bus Shelter 1 1% 
Overgrown paths across fields 1 1% 
Open space adjacent to playgroup 
building 1 1% 
After refuse collection 1 1% 

Total respondents 131   

 

The will to maintain the quality of the village environment was emphasised by the 
number of residents prepared to help in reducing litter and in maintaining wildlife 
habitat, church yard and clearing ponds. 

 

Dog waste was identified as a problem throughout, but the main areas needing 
additional bins were adjacent to the principal dog walking areas, footpaths and along 
Ferriman Road. 
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By the high number of favourable responses local footpaths and bridleways were 
clearly identified as important village amenities, well used and reasonably 
signposted.  Some 50 respondents indicated that they would help in maintaining 
them.   

 

The high response to the previous question was further emphasised by a strong call 
for maps and leaflets covering the parish footpaths and byways. 
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The response to the questions on the re-cycling banks showed that they were well 
used, particularly the bottle bank, and that there was strong support for additional 
bins for, cardboard, clothes and plastics 

 

 
Actions identified as a result of feedback concerning Environment are: 

13. Grass cutting, improve the frequency and quality. 

14. Reduce litter. 

15. Preserve and maintain natural features, wildlife habitats, and rural character. 

16. Prevent fouling by dog-waste. 

17. Provide footpath information and publicity. 

18. Provide additional recycling bins for cardboard and clothes. 
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Sports and Recreation Section. 

	  

This section of the Questionnaire is closely related to both the need for a Village Hall 
and to the Youth Questionnaire. 

 

Residents were generally well aware of the current village clubs and organisations. 

 

Gardening, allotment and rambling came top of the list for the respondents who 
indicated that they would participate in the formation of new clubs. 
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The invitation to indicate which sports and recreation facilities residents would like 
to see produced a wide range of suggestions from respondents. Cricket / football 
pitches and tennis courts received by far the strongest support followed by ‘all age’ 
play areas, keep fit and exercise classes, and other sports and recreational facilities. 

 

Would like to see… Responses Percentage of 
Respondents 

Football / Cricket Pitch 49 30% 
Tennis Courts 41 25% 

All age play area 25 15% 
Keep Fit / Exercise Classes 16 10% 

All weather sports court 11 7% 
Youth Club 10 6% 

Sports Pavilion 9 5% 
Swimming Pool 9 5% 

Village Hall 7 4% 
Gym / Health Club 7 4% 

Sports clubs for children / youths 6 4% 
Indoor sports hall 5 3% 
BMX / Skate Park 4 2% 

Cycle Paths 4 2% 
Bowling Green 3 2% 

None 3 2% 
Table Tennis 2 1% 
Village Green 2 1% 

Dancing 2 1% 
Snooker / Pool 2 1% 

Running Track / Athletics 2 1% 
Allotments 2 1% 

Choir 1 1% 
Photography club 1 1% 
Evening Classes 1 1% 

Total Respondents 164  
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The call for suggestions to improve the children’s playground included many 
requests for facilities for the older children, more equipment and improved 
maintenance. 

 

How could the playground be improved? Responses Percentage of 
Respondents 

It's only for under 6yrs / need something for 
older children 22 31% 
Grass needs cutting regularly 14 20% 
Play area is too small 12 17% 
More equipment 12 17% 
More seating  8 11% 
More bins 4 6% 
Better maintenance 3 4% 
Tidying 2 3% 
Facilities similar to Grafham / Ellington 2 3% 
Flowers 2 3% 
Entrance sign 1 1% 
Access from Browns Lane 1 1% 
Shaded area 1 1% 
Move it 1 1% 

Total Respondents 71   

 

Asked if they would like to see a meeting place for the young people of the village, 
residents responded overwhelmingly in favour of a village hall. 
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The number of people who indicated that they were prepared to help with leisure 
activities for young people was more than adequate for these activities to be 
developed. Again this highlighted the need for a village hall and sports field to 
facilitate these activities. 

 

 

 

Action identified as a result of feedback concerning Sports and Recreation is: 

19. Meet the established need for outdoor/indoor sports, recreational and cultural 
facilities for village activities for all ages. 
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Local Government Section. 

	  

In this section, the residents were asked if they thought that the elected 
representatives in local government were sufficiently aware of local concerns and 
feelings, they were asked to tick the box if they agreed. 

From the pie chart below it can be seen, that the feeling was that the higher into local 
government the less they were aware of the local concerns. 

	  

Action identified as a result of feedback concerning Local Government is: 

20. Increase awareness of District/County Council activities and representation. 
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Community and Local Services Section. 
	  

Spaldwick is one of the many small villages in the area that has its own church. 

The church of St. James consists of a chancel, south chapel, nave, south aisle, west 
tower and south porch. The walls of the tower are of coursed rubble; the rest of the 
church is built of stone and pebble rubble - all with stone dressings. The roofs are 
covered with slate and lead. 

The church is not mentioned in the Doomsday survey of 1086, but there seems to 
have been an aisle-less stone church here by the end of the 12th century of which the 
north wall and small parts of the east wall remain. To this church a south aisle was 
added in about 1250. The chancel with the chancel arch was rebuilt in the early 14th 
century. 

The tower was commenced about the middle, and completed together with its spire 
before the end of the 14th century. There seems to have been a cessation of work 
about halfway up the tower which may possibly have been caused by the effects of 
the Black Death in 1349. It may have been intended to rebuild the nave, for an access 
door to the roof was provided in the east wall of the tower; this idea was abandoned 
and around 1370, a clearstory was added to the existing wall. At about the same time, 
the porch was built. 

The south chapel was built around 1500, when the south aisle and porch were 
rebuilt. In the 17th century, two buttresses were built onto the north side of the nave; 
the window between them was altered, and the parapets of the nave were rebuilt. 

A good deal of work was done at this church between 1810 and 1815. The nave was 
re-proofed in 1843, and the greater part of the spire was rebuilt in 1850; the upper 
part of the spire was again restored in 1873. The whole church was restored in 1863 
when the roof of the south aisle was renewed, nearly all the windows re-glazed and 
the tower arch opened out. The spire was struck by lightening on 30th May 1904, 
and was afterwards repaired and partly rebuilt. The chancel was restored again in 
1908, and the tower in 1914.  

The residents were asked if the church was important to them, and for what reason. 
The overwhelming result was that the church was important to them, for many 
reasons. From the blue bars in the graph below we can see this. 

The residents were then asked if they would like to see the church used more widely, 
the red bars show the results, the most common was for concerts, although if a more 
extensive list were to be supplied, then the results may be different. 
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It would appear that local amenities, whilst limited, are used regularly by local 
residents. 

 

 

Actions identified as a result of feedback concerning Community and Local Services 
are: 

21. Increase the use of the church for concerts and meetings. 

22. Improve communication on village events and affairs. 

23. Reinforce the expressed majority view that the rural character of the village must 
be preserved. 

24. Explore the possibilities for a village shop. 

25. Hold an annual village fete. 
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Information and Communications Section. 

	  

The majority of respondents considered that the availability of information on 
Spaldwick matters was good to reasonable. Whilst a wide variety of sources of 
information were used the primary sources were the newsletter and word of mouth. 
The notice boards were used but were not the primary source.  The dependence on 
the Newsletter was clearly demonstrated. 

 

Asked where the money to implement the actions recommended in the Parish Plan 
should come from, the majority opted for fundraising and the lottery; however a 
significant number would also support a moderate increase in Council Tax. 
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The question: “what is most important to you about Spaldwick?” covered a wide 
range of topics. Foremost were the community spirit, neighbourliness, and the safe, 
peaceful rural life preserved in Spaldwick.  

 

Important about Spaldwick Responses Percentage of 
Respondents 

Community Spirit 49 21% 
Friendly / neighbourly 36 15% 
Safe environment 28 12% 
Peaceful 28 12% 
Rural village 26 11% 
Good school 23 10% 
Size of village 18 8% 
Home 16 7% 
Good local pub 14 6% 
Location 14 6% 
Village atmosphere 10 4% 
Nice place to live 9 4% 
Rural access 8 3% 
Open spaces 6 3% 
Access to road / rail network 6 3% 
Church 5 2% 
Garage / shop 5 2% 
Quality of life 3 1% 
Place of birth 2 1% 
Low crime 2 1% 
Other 6 3% 
Conservation area 1 0% 
Privacy 1 0% 
Bus Service 1 0% 
Well kept buildings / gardens 1 0% 
Playground 1 0% 
Playgroup 1 0% 

Total Respondents 235   
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A similar breadth of topics with emphasis on community spirit, neighbourliness and 
safe peaceful rural environment were what most residents most liked about the 
village. 

 

Most like about Spaldwick Responses Percentage of 
Respondents 

Friendly / Neighbourly 63 28% 
Community Spirit 49 21% 
Peaceful / Quiet 45 20% 
Safe environment / low crime 34 15% 
Nice rural village 24 10% 
Access to Road and Rail Network 19 8% 
Like size of village 18 8% 
Location 17 7% 
School 16 7% 
Rural environment 16 7% 
Pub 14 6% 
Well maintained / attractive village 14 6% 
Village atmosphere 12 5% 
Access to countryside 6 3% 
Open areas for play 6 3% 
It's a nice place to live 6 3% 
History/old buildings 5 2% 
It's Home 4 2% 
Little traffic 3 1% 
It's getting too big 3 1% 
Better with village hall 2 1% 
Sense of belonging 2 1% 
Family friendly community 2 1% 
Garage / shop 2 1% 
Church 2 1% 
Playgroup 2 1% 
Open spaces 2 1% 
Everything 2 1% 
Other 5 2% 

Total Respondents 229   

 

+ 
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The principal things which people would most like to see in Spaldwick were a village 
shop, village hall, road safety improvements and speed reduction actions, and an 
annual fete.  A whole number of smaller improvements were also suggested which 
should be considered seriously.  

 

Would like to see… Responses Percentage of 
Respondents 

Village store 32 28% 
Village Hall 21 19% 
Road safety / speed reduction 14 12% 
Community events - annual gala / fete 13 12% 
Post office 8 7% 
Allotment society 4 4% 
More for youths to do 4 4% 
Cycle paths 3 3% 
Sports facilities 2 2% 
Regular cleaning of drainage ditches - back of Ivy 
Way 2 2% 
ICT Facilities 2 2% 
Positioning of bus stops 2 2% 
Conserve Manor House 2 2% 
Better facilities for the Church 2 2% 
Remove trees/bushes around Bury Close 2 2% 
Other 16 14% 

Total Respondents 113   
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Youth Questionnaire Section. 
In addition to the main questionnaire, youths aged between 11 and 18 at the time of 
questionnaire completion, were asked to also complete a separate youth 
questionnaire.  

The youth questionnaire was completed by 55 people, of which 29 were male and 26 
female, with age split as shown below: 

 

‘I like to spend my free time in the village.’ 

Responses to this section were fairly even with Agree (35%) and strongly agree (15%) 
totalling 50%, Disagree (33%) and strongly disagree (15%) totalling 48% of 
responses, with the remaining 2% answering as ‘Not relevant to me’. 
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‘I think that the bus service meets my needs’ 

Disagree (24%) and strongly disagree (19%) received the highest combined 
responses totalling 43% against Agree (27%) and strongly agree (6%) totalling 33%, 
with 24% of responders feeling that this was not relevant to them.   

 

What clubs or groups do you attend outside Spaldwick? 

Children in the village regularly travel out of the village for a large range of activities 
not available within Spaldwick at present. 
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What village facilities do you regularly use? 

There are limited facilities within Spaldwick for people of the 11 to 18 age range, with 
the garage shop and the school receiving the highest number of responses ahead of 
the school field and play facilities, closely followed by ‘there are no facilities’. 

 

I am satisfied with things to do in the village. 

  

Agree 19 

Disagree 36 
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How would you like to see the facilities in the village improved? 

Given that facilities for this age range are limited in Spaldwick, and that 66% are not 
satisfied with the things to do in the village, respondents were then asked how they 
would like facilities to be improved. 

This was a free response question, respondents were not asked to vote for particular 
facilities, but to identify what they wanted to see in Spaldwick.  The following graph 
shows that the most popular response is for a youth club, followed by a general 
response of ‘more for older kids’. The responses for various sporting facilities ranged 
from a football pitch and goals (used to be on the school grounds) to a sports field 
other than a football pitch, general sports facilities (indoor and outdoor), tennis 
court, all weather astro court and cycle paths to surrounding villages.  Better public 
transport out of Spaldwick to surrounding villages and Huntingdon was also 
suggested. 
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The best thing about Spaldwick is…. 

This was also a free response question, following on from the previous questions 
where it has been identified that recreational facilities are limited, and that more 
sports activities features high when looking to improve the village for the age range. 
It is not surprising to see that the limited facilities provided on the school grounds 
received the highest response, followed by friends and the garage shop. 
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The one thing that would make Spaldwick a better place is…. 

 

There is clearly a need for more in general for people aged 11 to 18, including a 
meeting place, either a village hall or youth club which could be provided in the 
community room or school hall provided there are suitable numbers of volunteers 
and equipment to run it, sports facilities and play equipment for older children. 

Action identified as a result of feedback concerning Youth is: 

26. Ensure that the expressed youth interests are fully taken into account when 
implementing the previous actions. 
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Village Hall Section. 
The response to questions related to the village strongly emphasised the need for a 
Village Hall which could provide a wide range of facilities catering for all elements of 
the Spaldwick community. 

Residents were asked to identify what activities they would expect to use the village 
hall for. 

The strong response was in favour of the full range of suggested activities with high 
levels of interest for most options. 

 

The request to state in which activities residents would participate evoked a similar 
fulsome response across the board with strongest support for dances and discos, 
evening classes, indoor sports, concerts and drama, local group activities. 
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Residents were then asked to specify which sports they would participate in. 

A large number of residents responded, again across the suggested options, with the 
greatest support being given to aerobics and badminton. 

 

Support for a licensed bar was overwhelmingly in favour of one for functions only.  
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Spaldwick	  Traffic	  Survey	  3/7	  November	  2008	  
 
 
There has been an ongoing concern from the village that there is a speeding problem 
in the village, after much discussion and many-failed attempt to secure funding for 
speed reduction measures. The parish council agreed that a way forward was to 
ascertain the facts regarding the speed that vehicles were travelling through the 
village.  
 
Various outside agencies had carried out traffic surveys, but the parish council was 
unable to gain access to the results. The parish council then decided to pay for its 
own independent traffic survey on behalf of the village. This would give the parish 
council accurate evidence either confirming or denying the perception of speeding in 
the village. 
 
The following chart shows the overall results, and demonstrates factual evidence that 
there is a significant level of excess speeding through the village; more detailed 
analysis of the results is being undertaken.  
 
Chart 1 - Speed of vehicles at 3 main entry / exit points - weekdays 7 am to 7 pm 
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